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Java inheritance

Definitions: A class that is derived from another class is called a subclass (also a derived class,
extended class, or child class). The class from which the subclass is derived is called a superclass
(also a base class or a parent class).

Excepting Object, which has no superclass, every class has one and only one direct superclass (single
inheritance). In the absence of any other explicit superclass, every class is implicitly a subclass of
Object.

Classes can be derived from classes that are derived from classes that are derived from classes, and
so on, and ultimately derived from the topmost class, Object. Such a class is said to be descended
from all the classes in the inheritance chain stretching back to Object.

A Java class can only have 1 superclass, but it can implement multiple interfaces.

Further reading:

Abstract classes: http://tutorials.jenkov.com/java/abstract-classes.html
Subclasses: http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/java/IandI/subclasses.html
Polymorphism: http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/java/IandI/polymorphism.html
Object as a superclass: http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/java/IandI/objectclass.html
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